
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH @UM 
 

O R S P  I N F O R M A T I O N  S E S S I O N S   
 

S P R I N G  2 0 1 8  
A P R  2 ,  3 P M :  T H E  I N N  @  O L E  M I S S  B A L L R O O M  C  
A P R  3 ,  3 P M :  T H E  I N N  @  O L E  M I S S  B A L L R O O M  C  

 
 
 

The	University	of	Mississippi	



Today	

¡  Introductions 

¡  ORSP Undergraduate Research Fellow 

¡  UGR @ UM Webpage 

÷  UG Research Directory 

¡  UM UG Research Journal 

¡  UM Call for UG Research & Creative Scholarship Proposals 

¡  Student Program Review Board 

¡  NSF REU Program Discussion 

¡  Proposal Mentorship Opportunities 
¡  UM Guidelines for HS Research 

¡  Rebel Research Scholars 

¡  Questions/Discussion 



Undergraduate Research Fellow 

�  Jason Ritchie, Ph.D., Associate Professor in Chemistry & 
Biochemistry 

�  Part-time effort in ORSP to facilitate undergraduate research and 
creative scholarship across campus 
¡  Appointment is for 2017-2018 academic year 

�  Developing a central Webpage/landing spot for sharing 
information about UGR opportunities available 
¡  Rebranding and broadening focus of UGR Database 

�  Faculty Advisor for UM UGR Journal 
�  Developing a process for soliciting, evaluating, and funding 

proposals for UG research and scholarship at UM 
�  Developing recommendations for expanding UGR support going 

forward 



UM UG Research Journal 



http://ugr.olemiss.edu   



http://ugr.olemiss.edu   



http://ugr.olemiss.edu   



UG Research Database 



External Funding Ops 



External Funding Ops 

•  External Funding Ops 
•  Will be added to the website as 

we go 
•  Some targeted to students 
•  Some targeted to faculty 



Flagship	Forward	



Flagship	Forward	

UM’s Flagship Forward Strategic Plan  calls for several actions 
related to undergraduate experiential learning and intellectual 
engagement: 

¡  develop programs that build “bright pathways” for students 
to engage in intellectual pursuits with faculty, staff, and 
students; 

¡  facilitate opportunities to foster intellectual engagement 
among faculty, staff, students, and external partners; and 

¡  encourage the development of experiential learning in all 
undergraduate academic programs 



UM Call for Proposals 

�  To advance these goals, the Provost’s Office and ORSP 
that will facilitate and encourage undergraduate research 
on the Oxford campus via three tracks of competitive 
funding. A total of $50,000 is available this year. 

�  Track 1: Student Research Fellowship 
¡  Student initiated, faculty mentored, summer research projects 

�  Track 2: Summer Undergraduate Research Group Grants 
¡  Faculty initiated pilot programs for mentored summer research 

experiences for undergraduates; should lead to a competitive external 
funding proposal for program expansion and sustainment.  

�  Track 3: Undergraduate Travel Grants 
¡  Student initiated grants to defray cost of UM students travelling to 

presenting results of UG research or creative scholarship.   



FAQ	

�  Q: Are UM professional students eligible to apply for Travel 
Grants?  
A: Yes, if they were undergraduates at UM at the time they 
did the research. 

�  Q: Are UM seniors eligible to apply for Summer Research 
Fellowships? 
A: Yes, if they will not be graduating until at least Dec 18. 

�  Q: For Track 1 or Track 2 proposals, can mentor’s stipend 
be used for something besides summer salary?  
A: Yes, we will consider other uses for these funds. 

�  Q: Can this program be used to fund existing programs? 
A: To expand them or bridge them to sustained funding, yes. 
But not to supplement existing projects.  



Look	Over	RFP	

�  Handouts 
�  Webpage  



Student Program Review Board 

�  UM limits student employment to 25 hours/week - ACA 
�  Meets monthly to review requests to create summer 

experiential learning programs 
�  Representatives from: ORSP, HR, Procurement, Financial 

Aid, Provost’s Office, Dean of Liberal Arts, etc. 
�  Students may be paid participation stipends for up-to-full-

time participation in approved summer programs 

¡  Paid program participation does NOT count against the 25 hour/week 
employment ceiling for UM students 

�  Download Request Form/Instructions from 
http://research.olemiss.edu/resources/students  

�  13 UM programs approved since 2016 



http://ugr.olemiss.edu   
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http://ugr.olemiss.edu   



NSF REU 

�  https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5517&from=fund 
�  The Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) program 

supports active research participation by undergraduate students in any 
of the areas of research funded by the National Science Foundation. 
REU projects involve students in meaningful ways in ongoing research 
programs or in research projects specifically designed for the REU 
program. This solicitation features two mechanisms for support of 
student research: (1) REU Sites are based on independent proposals 
to initiate and conduct projects that engage a number of students in 
research. REU Sites may be based in a single discipline or academic 
department or may offer interdisciplinary or multi-department research 
opportunities with a coherent intellectual theme. Proposals with an 
international dimension are welcome. (2) REU Supplements may be 
included as a component of proposals for new or renewal NSF grants 
or cooperative agreements or may be requested for ongoing NSF-
funded research projects. 



ORSP	UM	Grant	Mentor	Incentive	Program	

¡  Proposer: Identify a potential UM Mentor for a funding opportunity 
÷  UM faculty member with recent success in extramural funding competitions 
÷  ORSP can assist in identifying/vetting mentors 

¡  Mentor and Proposer: Agree to work together on the proposal 
÷  Complete a Mentor Agreement Form 

÷  Obtain sign-off from Chair and Dean of Mentor and Proposer 

÷  Upload the signed form to the online transmittal (TSS) 

¡  Develop and submit proposal 
÷  Mentor receives $500 in extra pay for extra work (from Proposer’s dept./school) 

÷  If proposal is funded, mentor receives $500 award pay from ORSP 

http://research.olemiss.edu/GrantMentors  
 

 



Research	Development	Fellows	

¡  ORSP Research Development Fellows 
÷  Greg Easson, Professor of Geological Engineering, Director of Mississippi 

Mineral Resources Institute 

÷  Christian Sellar, Associate Professor of Public Policy Leadership 

÷  Nathan Hammer, Associate Professor of Chemistry & Biochemistry 

¡  Mission is to help faculty be more competitive for grant proposals, 
including but not exclusively interdisciplinary proposals) 

¡  Available for discussions, enhanced reviews of CAREER proposal 
ideas, draft proposals, and full proposals 

¡  E-mail researchfellows@olemiss.edu   



Guidelines for HS Research  

�  Currently: No UM Policy governing participation of HS students 
in research/labs 

�  However, there exists patchwork of relevant policies (lab safety/
training, minimum age in certain types of labs, supervision of 
minors, etc.) 
¡  Including a Minors in University Laboratories Fact Sheet 

�  ORSP and Outreach have developed a Resource Guide for 
Research Experiences Involving High School Students 
¡  Helps faculty navigate the patchwork of policies 
¡  Recommends additional measures to ensure adequate supervision and 

safety 
¡  Provides for an Advisory Board to review proposals for HS research 

experiences and provide input on health, safety, legal, & procedural matters 
�  Download Resource Guide and Fact Sheet from  

http://research.olemiss.edu/resources/students  



Rebel Research Scholars 
�  http://www.outreach.olemiss.edu/pre_college/research_experience/ 



Rebel Research Scholars 

�  Registration 
�  Student Housing 
�  Meals 

•  Supervision 
•  Activities and Entertainment 

•  UM Credit 
•  Scholarships 



Rebel Research Scholars 

Program Proposals 
�  Faculty members and researchers wishing to access Rebel Research Scholars 

services for their experiential learning program participants must submit 
proposals via email to the Rebel Research Scholars Committee 
(precollege@olemiss.edu) no later than March 1st. 

A complete Rebel Research Scholars proposal should include: 
�  Details of the program, including general schedule (required) 
�  Data field listing for application (required) 
�  Copy of a Experiential Program Request Form that has been marked Approved 

by the Experiential Program Review Board (recommended) 
�  Confirmation that the program has been reviewed by the High School Research 

Advisory Committee (recommended) 


