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–  Introduction/Overview of Grants at UM 
– What is a grant? 
– Searching for Funding Sources 
– Grant writing 

  UM Resources 
  Points to look for 
  Tailoring your proposal 

– GSC Research Grants Info 
– Discipline Specific Tips 



  The Office of Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP) 
–  Sponsored Programs Administration deals with grants and 

contracts made to the University to perform research and other 
activities 

–  There are also grants made directly to individuals 
  Different RECIPIENT (the University vs. the Individual) 

–  Many grants available to Graduate Students will be made 
DIRECTLY to the INDIVIDUAL 

–  However, SOME opportunities will involve awards made to the 
INSTITUTION (UM) 

–  In these cases, ORSP MUST be involved in the grant process 
  If you have a question, please come to us: 

–  https://www.research.olemiss.edu/ 



  Grants (as opposed to Contracts vs. Fellowships) 
–  Funding mechanism provided by a sponsor to support 

research or other activities 
–  Specific work usually proposed by investigator and approved/

accepted by sponsor  
(Your idea that someone else is funding) 

–  Specific period of time for start and completion 
–  Specific budget 
–  Primary investigator (co-investigators; senior personnel) 
–  Reporting requirements to the sponsor  

  Why get a grant? 
–  To fund needed expenses 

  Travel 
  Equipment 
  Other costs related to research or other activities 

  If you receive a grant DIRECTLY from a sponsor: 
–  BE AWARE of what you are agreeing to 
–  There may be TAX implications, etc. 



  Types of funding sources 
–  Foundations 
–  Government (state and Federal) 
–  Organizations 

  Web resources 
  Services the University subscribes to  

–  COS 
•  A funding and expertise database/tool 
•  Can be accessed from any on-campus computer, and you can 

set up an account for remote access 
•  Provides funding opportunities from Federal, State, Private, 

Foundation and International Sources 
•  http://fundingopps.cos.com/ 

–  Research Development and Grant Writing News 
•  Newsletter located on the ORSP web site 
•  Helpful articles on many grant writing topics 
•  https://www.research.olemiss.edu/rdgwn/ 











• An Introductory Search will be created based on your profile 
•  You can edit, delete, or run additional searches based on your preferences 





• Publishing or Editorial 
• Facility Construction and Operation 
• Equipment or Materials Acquisition or Facility Use 
• Artistic Pursuit 
• Dissertation or Thesis 
• Contract or Tender 
• Meeting or Conference or Seminar 
• Visiting Personnel 
• Travel 
• Training or Scholarship or Fellowship 
• Prize or Award 
• Postdoctoral Award 
• Research 
• Program or Curriculum Development or Provision 



• PhD or MD or Other Professional 
• Graduate Student 
• Undergraduate Student 
• Academic Institution 
• Government 
• Nonprofit 
• Small Business 
• Minority 
• Women 
• Persons with Disabilities 
• Commercial 

Who Opportunities are For 











https://www.research.olemiss.edu/rdgwn/ 











  Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
  www.cfda.gov 
  Listing of all federal government grant programs 

  The Office of Research & Sponsored Programs 
  Chronicle of Higher Education  

–  Advertisements 
  PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

–  Professional Organizations in your field may be the MOST 
USEFUL resource for Graduate Students seeking grant 
opportunities 

–  Will likely compile information on grant opportunities that are 
specific to the discipline 

–  The Professional Organization ITSELF may fund grant 
opportunities for Graduate Students in the discipline 











  The UM Writing Center 
–  http://www.olemiss.edu/depts/writing_center/ 
–  Provides support to grad students who are English 

Language Learners (ELL) 
  ORSP 

–  We can help answer questions about the nature of 
grant opportunities you want to pursue 

  The Graduate School 
–  Info on potential fellowships and grants available 



  Points to look for 
– Read the application requirements carefully 

  Highlight key requirements and points 

– The nature (focus) of the grant program 
  Make sure your needs match those of the sponsor 

–  Appropriateness of the funding source 
–  The trick is to find the intersection between what is 

available and what you want to pursue. 
–  Propose your activities in terms of the sponsor’s stated 

interests 



 The Summary, Abstract, or Introduction 
  Like an attorney’s open argument 
  Write for a “general technical audience” 

–  i.e., a researcher or scientist from another field 
–  Be careful not to use esoteric terms or acronyms 
–  Don’t assume too much about what reviewer knows 

  Generally limited to one page 
  Strong open sentence that says what you will do and 

what the impact will be, and why you 
  Emphasis key points (bold, underline, italics, etc.) 
  Ask for review/edits from someone (or more than one) 

outside your discipline 
  Reviewer should, with one reading of your summary, 

know what you plan to do, and be able to describe that 
to someone else 







 The Research Plan or Project Description 
– Follow the basic journalism guidelines 

  Who, What, Where, When, Why and How? 
– Emphasize the strengths of yourself and/or your 

proposal; make the case that you or your team can 
make the most impact for the sponsor. 

–  Importance of communicating past 
accomplishments (a proven track record) 

– USE PROPER GRAMMAR AND SPELLING 
– Get someone else to proof read it for correctness, 

clarity, efficiency, and power 
– Revise and iterate many times, w/ many reviewers 



 The Budget  
– Give realistic consideration of what cost will  

actually be to accomplish the work proposed 
– Provide realistic cost estimates  
– Professional format 
– Make sure the costs are eligible/justifiable 

  Allowed by the sponsor for the grant program 
  Actually needed to accomplish the work proposed  

Consider using illustrations, tables, plots, etc. 
where appropriate to make your point visually 



  Applications due 10/22; no late applications accepted 
  Each award <= $1,000 

–  Don’t ask for more; if you do, we will return it without review 
–  If project costs > $1,000 then show how other costs will be met 

  Eligible costs: www.olemiss.edu/depts/procurement  
–  Click on “Spending Policy” 

  Examples of Ineligible costs (not exclusive): 
–  Childcare; Payment to research participants; Desktop, notebook, 

or tablet computers; Smart phones; Cameras or Digital 
Recording Devices 

  Faculty Tech. Development Center (FTDC) in Weir Hall has some of these 
  Read and follow instructions carefully; Questions? Ask. 



  Proposals will be divided into four categories: 
  Physical and Life Sciences 
  Social Sciences 
  Arts and Humanities 
  Engineering 

  Each proposal will be reviewed by at least two volunteer 
faculty members from a related field of study 

  Applications will be judged on: 
  Merit of the Application 

  Aims advance knowledge? Novel approach? Well thought-out 
plan? Sufficient resources for success? 

  Broader Impacts 
  How will project contribute to society? 

 (Google NSF Broader Impacts) 



  1-2 page mid-term progress report by May 31, 2012 
  Must present at Spring 2012 poster session 

  Using template to be provided by ORSP 
  Budget printing costs from GSC grant award 

  Encouraged to present research as poster or talk at Mississippi 
Academy of Sciences Spring 2013 meeting (http://msacad.org/) 
  MAS membership, meeting pre-registration, and abstract fees may be 

reimbursed and budgeted from GSC Grant if paid for by December 
2012. 


